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Dear Friends,

Looking back at 2022, a few moments stand out to me: the day 
we welcomed all of our students back in person, the month we 
brought back our family workshop series, and that time last 
spring when Lanese spoke on behalf of all of her peers about 
how much GO can change the life of a young person.

I'm inspired by the sheer enthusiasm of our students, families, 
staff, and volunteers, who came back together this year to 
create what I can best describe as learning celebrations. When I 
look at the data on reading and math growth or the classroom 
attendance sheets, the love of learning shines through.

Our community has never been stronger and our mission never 
more urgent.  Students continue to recover from the pandemic, 
and 2023 brings so much opportunity to help even more bright 
minds in New York City access the GO experience. 

Thank you for your investment in educational equity, and in the 
lives of 700 young learners who love coming to GO Project.

With gratitude,

Gayle Villani
Executive Director



Learning gaps are closed when students 
access support early in the elementary 
years, receive personalized instruction in 
reading and math, and come back to GO 
year after year. 

• GO helped students recalibrate to in-
person learning in the 2021-22 school 
year and saw encouraging results: 60% 
of K-2 students moved one or more 
levels closer to the proficiency bar 
in reading and a third of all K-8 
students demonstrated significant 
growth in math.

• Students not only beat the summer 
learning slide this July and August, but 
more than half - 53% - grew one 
month or more in both reading and 
math. 

• GO expanded its ELA support, 
developing a Tier 2 literacy program for 
students in grades K-5 who have the 
most room to grow toward proficiency,
with 85% of students outpacing 
expected grade level growth.

ACADEMIC GROWTH



SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
LEARNING

• With a new tool, Hello Insight, to measure progress, 
GO saw 80% of students experience growth in at 
least one SEL competency over the school year.

• Highest levels of growth included Academic Self-
Efficacy – perceived mastery over learning and 
potential to gain academic success – and Social Skills 
– the ability to take other perspectives into account.

• Summer surveys revealed that 70% of students are 
having positive youth development experiences, 
predictors to be on track for meaningful SEL gains.

GO invests equally in a young person’s social emotional 
growth, using the Sanford Harmony curriculum in the 
classroom, targeted learning workshops, and summer 
enrichment activities to build confidence, empathy, respect, 
and motivation.



FAMILY SUPPORT

Parents and caregivers are the most important partners in GO’s work.
Our social work team grew in 2022 to include 5 Success Coaches and 
9 multi-lingual Family Engagement Associates to help ease transitions 
back to school, advocate for children with special education 
classifications, guide families through the middle and high school choice 
process, and extend support to student alumni after the 8th grade.

• More than 500 families received case management support 
and resource referrals to meet basic needs including food security, 
housing stability, and mental health care.

• Nearly 45% of GO students have an Individualized Service 
Plan (IEP) due to learning disabilities or speech impairments, and 
their families received additional support to ensure that students 
had the tools and services they needed to succeed.

• GO reintroduced its in-person family workshop series this 
school year to offer discussions on topics like self-care, nutrition, 
self-defense, and how to talk to your child about diversity. 

• Parents of rising 6th and 9th graders received counseling and 
application support to ensure access to high-performing middle and 
high schools, and GO introduced a new Alumni Workforce 
Initiative to give former GO students paid professional experience.



OUR COMMUNITY



• 40 public schools that collaborate on student 
enrollment and progress and 5 independent host-site 
schools that provide program space and resource 
sharing, including Avenues, Berkeley Carroll School, Grace 
Church School, LREI, and St. Luke’s School.

• 200 direct service staff members from across the 
city, including Head Teachers, Teaching Assistants, Student 
Teachers, Reading Specialists, and Social Workers.

• 500 individual and corporate group volunteers, 
including Bank of India, Brookfield, Cerberus, DailyPay, 
Glenview, JPMorgan, LHi Group, McKinsey, and PwC.

• 30 nonprofit and higher education partners, 
including NYU, Hunter, Bank Street, the Center for 
Attention & Learning, and the Promise Project.



OUR IMPACT

L A NE S E ME J I A , 6 TH G R A D E , 
G I V E S  A  S P E E C H  AT  G O  
P RO J E C T ’ S  A NNUA L  
C E L E B R AT I O N I N  A P R I L . 
WAT C H  I T  H E R E . .

“It’s an environment where 
you feel safe.”

https://youtu.be/3DiaXZoYFyo


“I would say it’s radical love.” 
Christina Fontanarosa
Head Teacher

MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF STUDENTS REACH OR EXCEED GRADE 
PROFICIENCY AFTER AN AVERAGE OF 3 YEARS IN GO.

94% OF RISING 9TH GRADE STUDENTS ARE ACCEPTED INTO HIGH-PERFORMING 
HIGH SCHOOLS LIKE STUYVESANT AND BEACON.

90% OF GO STUDENT ALUMNI GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL ON TIME.



OUR IMPACT

L A N E S E M A J E I G I V E S  
A  S P E E C H  A T  G O  
P R O J E C T ’ S  A N N U A L  
C E L E B R A T I O N  I N  
A P R I L .  WA T C H  I T  
H E R E .

“I feel safe at GO Project”

G ROW I N G  W I T H  G O  I N  2 0 2 2 : 
S T U D E NT S  R E T U R NE D  TO  I N - P E R S O N 
C L A S S RO O MS  A ND  A  S E NS E  O F  
NO R MA L C Y  A F T E R  T WO  Y E A R S  O F  
PA ND E MI C  C H A L L E NG E S . H E A R  H OW  
T H E Y  R E S P O ND E D  I N  T H I S  V I D E O . 

G ROW I N G  W I T H  G O  I N  2 0 2 2 :
S T U D E NT S  R E T U R NE D  TO  I N -
P E R S O N C L A S S RO O MS  A ND  A  
S E NS E  O F  NO R MA L C Y  A F T E R  
T WO  Y E A R S  O F  PA ND E MI C  
C H A L L E NG E S . S E E  H OW  T H E Y  
R E S P O ND E D  I N  T H I S  V I D E O . 

https://youtu.be/Y2Ogfnw8s1Y
https://youtu.be/Y2Ogfnw8s1Y


FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

FINANCIALS

T H E  G O  P RO J E C T  I S  A  5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 )  N OT  
F O R  P RO F I T  O R G A N I Z AT I O N  W I T H  U S . 
F E D E R A L  TA X  I . D. 2 7 - 1 4 1 1 0 1 9 . I N  
F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 2 , 7 5 %  O F  R E V E N U E  
WA S  A L L O C AT E D  TO  P RO G R A M S  A N D  
2 5 %  TO  M A N AG E M E N T, 
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N , A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T.



$200,000+
Robin Hood Foundation

$100,000+
The Heckscher Foundation 

for Children
Joseph H. Flom Foundation

$75,000+
Altman Foundation
Church of St. Luke in the Fields
Lawrence Foundation
Kimbrough Towles & George 

Loening

$50,000+
Actions@EBMF
Anonymous
Assured Guaranty
PwC

$25,000+
Melissa & Dan Berger
Concordia Foundation
Florence V. Burden Foundation
George Link, Jr. Foundation
Rachel Bachner & David Godbout
Liza Landsman & Matthew Gold
Eul & Mendel Hui
Illinois No.3 Foundation
J.E. and Z.B. Butler Foundation

Michelle & Sonny Kalsi
Andie & Jon Kully
Genevieve & Robert Lynch
Tara & Raj Mahajan
Maverick Capital Foundation
Meringoff Family Foundation
Sylvie & Lee Millstein
Marlaine & Andrew Olinick
The Pinkerton Foundation
Vasudha & Anuj Saxena
Dominique Schulte & Darren Seirer
Select Equity Group Foundation
Christine Anderson & Jake Siewart
Joanne & Kevin Smith
Lizzie & Jonathan Tisch
Melanie & David Whelan

OUR SUPPORTERS



$15,000+
Margaret Anadu & Shawn 

Anderson
Alexandra & Antonio Bertone
Brookfield
Cerberus Capital Management 
Lee and Win Chamberlin
Amy Wong & Calvin Chin
Jill Considine
Anne Jameson & Jay Eisenhofer
Episcopal Charities of New York
Theodora & Peter Gilman
Anick & Alex Guira
Bianca & James Jebbia
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Connie & George Majoros
Omer Foundation
Sarah Lutz & John van Rens

$10,000+
Anonymous
Olga & Douglas Armer
Belle Burden
BlackRock
Mary & Cobert Cannon
Shari & Stephen Coats
Con Edison Corporate Giving 

Program
Charlie Johnston & John 

Crocker III 
Yildz & Matthew Ferri
Matthew Gross
Cecilia & Doug Gschwind
Lucy & Larry Guffey
Hermine & David Heller
Hermes of Paris Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Kinney Memorial Foundation
Andre & Michael Koester
Sophie & Andre Moura
Kim & Adam Nemser
Sara Whitney & Ted Omlid
PJT Partners
Michelle Choo & Alex Popov
Ruggles Family Foundation
Miyoung Lee & Neil Simpkins
Kate & Gary Spindler
Susan Abdalla & Peter Stern
Andy Walter
Jenny & James West

C O N T R I B U T I O N S  I N  F I S C A L  Y E A R  
2 0 2 2 , J U LY  1 , 2 0 2 1  – J U N E  3 0 , 2 0 2 2 .



$7,500+
Bank of India
Cotsen Foundation for the Art of 

Teaching
Julie & Matthew McAskin
Laura & Henry McVey
Neil Shah
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Maggie & Amor Towles

$5,000+
Jessica & Todd Aaron
Nadine & Matt Abramcyk
Balyasny Asset Management
Beth & Doug Bayerd
Zachary Berger
Bret Bowerman

Amanda Burden
Susan Burden
Burnham Family Charitable Fund
Anna & Graydon Carter
Castlelake LP
DailyPay Inc.
Mindy Dehnert
Currie & Jonathan Estreich
Carolina Esquenazi-Shaio & Jared 

Friedberg
Carin & James Giddings
Glenview Capital
Davidson Goldin
Adair Ilyinsky & Sam Goodyear
Victoria & William Grace
Molly & Jim Harris
Reina Honts

Catherine & Michael Hovey
Omer Ismail
Cecily Brown & Nicolai 

Ouroussoff
Purvi & Harsh Padia
Raquel & Jeremy Palmer
Laura Schiller & David Ratner
Ilene Rosen 
Andrea & Adam Saper
UBS Financial Services Inc.
Youth Foundation

G O  I S  F U N D E D  E N T I R E LY  
F RO M  P R I VAT E  S O U R C E S , 
I N C L U D I N G  4 5% F RO M  
F O U N DAT I O N S , 3 5% F RO M  
I N D I V I D U A L S , A N D  2 0%
F RO M  C O R P O R AT I O N S .



$2,500+
Ana & Andre Appignani
Margaret Hoover & John Avlon
Alison & Barry Berke
Ronit & William Berkman
Kyung Choi & Peter Bordes
Kate Bolger & John Browne
Christy & Ed Burns
Mary Curry
Judith Rivkin & George Davison
Olivia Douglas & David 

DiDomenico
Rebecca & Adam Dixon
Tracy Koss & Richard Gomel
Frances Gottfried
Courtney Potts & James Head
Merritt Tilney & Douglas Kaden
Christina & Doug Kepple

Tiffany & Edward Koo
Alex Liscio
James McGovern
Elizabeth McNellis
Shyamli & Robert Milam
Rachel & Ryan O'Connell
Anita Kawatra & Keith Palzer
Nimesh Patel
Polly & Robbie Pennoyer
Lauren Angellili & Jeff Preston
Carol & Lawrence Saper
Rohit Shrivastava
Angela & Dana Stalder
Merritt Johnson & Jason 

Weinberg
Lisa Waller & Sidney Whelan

$1,000+
Jennifer Abrams
Sarah Hines & Ronald Abramson
Leslie Chang & Benjamin Appen
Christine Samela & Alex Ardolino
Elyce Arons
Bank of America
Nicholas Belfanti
Clayton Benchley
Margaret & Adam Berger
Elizabeth Mannen Berges
Bonnie & John Berringer
Adrienne & Chris Bosh
Enid & Leonard Boxer
Barbara Felton & William Brown
Allison Buan
Yvonne & Kirby Chin
Sheru Chowdhry



$1,000+ continued
Rebecca Christou
Jason Cowart
Joanna & Ron Darling
Brandon DeGraff
Donald DeGraff
Noah Dorsky
Sarah Cogan & Doug Evans
Fast For Endowment
Lydia Fenet
Kenneth Fionda
Karin Fisch
Elizabeth & Stefan Ford
Kathy Franklin
Susie Gilbert
Staci Sunshine Gola & 

Stephen Gola
Tiffany & Edward Koo

James McGovern
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching 

Gift Program
Allison Gollust
Edward Grossman
Divir Gupta
Sophia & Greg Gushee
Cree Harland
Sam Hefler
Silvia Campo & David 

Hermer
Jeffery Hines
Sally Hines
Julie Hirz
Erica Hoefer
Brian Johnson
Salinee Kang
Nina & Robert Kaufelt

Rachel Kelleher
The Kestrel Foundation
Mimi Kim
Jason Kimmel
Etta Brandman 
Jason Klein
Michael Kopelman
Gina & Jonathan Krane
Kaare Phillips & Richard Kumro
Patricia & Gerrity Lansing
John Layfield
Debbi Lee
Robert Lewin
Kim & Greg Lippmann
Shelly Macdonald
Cara Marriott
Patricia & Bernard McElhone
Melissa & Matthew McQueen



$1,000+ continued
Ujala Mehra
Adriana Merida
Brem Moldovsky
Andrew Morse
Brett Moskowitz
Frances Olivieri
Travis Owen
Cristiana Pieroni
Laura & Jeffrey Raider
Helen Ren
Alicia Rich
David Roberts
Meredith Ross 
Neha Santiago
Ilene Osherow & Susan 

Schuman

Nancy Lorenz & Douglas 
Schwalbe

Megan Sheetz
Linda Siegel
Evan Silverman
Samira Sine
Sippd
David Stockel
Michael Streicker
Alexandru Trambitas
Amit Wadhwaney
Brett Wager
Rohan Waghani
Pamela Weldon
Sarah Gleit & James Wiener
Sally & Anthony Zunino
Monica & David Zwirner

Thank you for the support!



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Marlaine Olinick, Co-Chair
Melanie Whelan, Co-Chair
Shawn Anderson
Rachel Bachner
Dan Berger
Belle Burden
Lee Chamberlin
Peter Gilman
Cree Harland, Co-Founder
Charlie Johnston
Philip Kassen
Andie Kully
Raj Mahajan
Lee S. Millstein
Rev. Julia Offinger
Robbie Pennoyer
Rev. Bo Reynolds
Vasudha Saxena
Dominique Schulte
Kevin L. Smith
Lisa Yvette Waller
Amy Wong
Sally Zunino

YOUNG 
LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL
Nick Belfanti, Chair
Alex Ardolino
Ryan Begley
Dave Campbell
Kerry Cooperman
Isabella Crawford
Brandon DeGraff
Jonathan Gilbert
Sabrina Harris
Sam Hefler
Christian Hoyos
Christopher Kim
Alex Krinsky
Easton Orbe
Helen Ren
Charlotte Seiler
Cierra Taylor
Alex Trambitas
Brett Wager
Kimberly Wong
Bessie Zavidow

STAFF 
LEADERSHIP
Gayle Villani
Executive Director
Jade Elias
Chief Program Officer
Andy DiBella
Chief Development Officer



50 Cooper Square, 3rd Floor
New York, NY 10003
212-533-3744
info@goprojectnyc.org

MISSION STATEMENT 
The GO Project helps New York City public school students thrive in the earliest stages 
of their education through year-round academic, social-emotional, and family support.

EQUITY STATEMENT 
GO's mission calls for equity in education, and we strive to provide an inclusive space 
for every member of our community in pursuit of that mission. We recommit with 
humility and intention to examine our work and practices, and to ensure opportunity 
and belonging for every child and adult we serve, as well as for those who work 
alongside us. We recognize that work to dismantle racism and all forms of oppression is 
never done. Our vision and goals are dynamic and we recognize that continuous 
commitment and reflection is paramount to our progress. 

www.goprojectnyc.org

@goprojectnyc

mailto:info@goprojectnyc.org
http://www.goprojectnyc.org/

